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DEPARTMENT OF SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

EVOLUTION OF PUNE

PUNE is one of the most ancient and historic cities of Inaia. Its historical origin
dates back to 1500 years. Before the rise of Great Shivaji, it was only a small vil-
lage called "Punwadi”. This was developed into a small town by Shivaji’s mother

Jijabai and Dadoji Kondev. The Peshwas made this the capital city of their king-
dom and then onwards the city made an all round development and became the seat
of the mighty Maratha Empire.

SHANIWAR WADA (F6) is the historic palace of Peshwas. It was built by
Bajirao first. During 18th century, it became the seat of political power. What re-
mains today is only the imposing outer wall.. The statue of Bajirao Peshwa, the
brave Prime Minister is in front of Shaniwar Wada. SHINDE’S TOMB (H8) is one
of the most imposing edifices at Wanavdi and ranks very high among the architec-
tural prides of Pune. RAJA DINKAR KELKAR'S MUSEUM (F7) houses a one
man collection of some historical exhibits of Moghul and Maratha periods, the mas-
terpiece being the "Mastani Mahal" brdught and erected as it was from its original
place. Pune ci U&IIS surrounded by Shivaji’s forts like Lohgarh, Sinhgarh, Visapur
etc. AGAKH PALACE (I5) is considered a historical landmark. During the
1942 Quit India Movement, Mahatma Gandhi and other leaders of the Indian Na-
tional Congress were imprisoned here. Outside in the ground’s is the Samadhi of
Kasturba Gandbhi.

PUNE is surrounded by hills and lies in fine natural settings with pleasant and
invigorating climate. It is known as "Queen of the Deccan”. It is the cultural capi-
tal of Maharashtra. Many well known patriots, freedom fighters and national lead-
ers hail from Pune. As a premier seat of learning, Pune boasts of several Arts,
Science, Commerce and Engineering Colleges, Research Institutes and Various fac-
ulties. Classical music concerts are part of Pune's cultural life. Social institutions
of Pune have long illustrious history. Pune has its contribution in industria! activity
‘too and has the second largest industrial area in Maharashtra, Ganesh festival is
celebrated on a very large scale in Pune.
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